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GOLF TEE 



This invention relates to golf tees. 
The majority of golf tees in use comprise a 
rigid stem with a cup at one end, the stem being 
inserted in the ground and the cup then supporting the 

5 golf ball. When the ball is struck by the club the ball 
distorts and accelerates and this causes friction and 
reaction forces between the cup and the ball which can 
adversely affect the shot and can cause the tee to 
spring out of the ground and be lost. 

10 It is an object of the present invention to 

provide a golf tee which obviates or mitigates these 
problems . 

The present invention is a golf tee comprising a 

cup for supporting a golf ball and a stem comprising a 
15 first rigid section and a second flexible section 

interconnecting the first section and the cup. 

An embodiment of the present invention will now 

be described, by way of example, with reference to the 

accompanying drawings in which:- 
20 Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a golf tee 

according to the present invention with a golf ball 

supported thereon as the tee is being inserted into the 

ground ; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the golf tee of 



Fig, 1 when inserted in the ground and supporting a golf 
ball; 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the tee and ball 
of Fig. 2 immediately after the ball has been struck by 
a club; 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are side elevations of the tee 
in successive brief intervals after the position of Fig. 
3 ; and 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 are cross sections through 
parts of the tee of Fig. 1. 

Referring now to the drawings , a golf tee 
according to the present invention comprises a cup 14 
for supporting a golf ball and a stem comprising a 
bottom rigid section 10 and a resiliently flexible 
section 15 interconnecting the cup and the rigid 
section . 

The rigid stem section 10 is shaped at its lower 
end to facilitate its insertion into the ground and is 
provided at its upper end with an external flange 11 
which conveniently defines the proper depth of insertion 
of the stem into the ground, i.e. when the flange 11 is 
level with the surface of the ground as seen in Fig. 2. 

The flexible stem section 15 , as best seen in 
Figs. 7 to 9, is hollow and its peripheral wall is 
formed as a number of concertina folds 15 which allow 
the flexible section to bend in any direction. The 



space 24 within the stem section 15 communicates with 
the atmosphere within the cup 14 through a restricted 
passage 25, which acts as an "air lock". 

In use the golf ball is located in the cup 14 
5 and may be used to press the stem into the ground until 
the flange 11 is level with the surface of the ground. 
This pressure compresses the flexible section 15 but the 
inherent resilience and the air lock sucking the air 
back into itself of the concertina folds causes the 
10 section 15 to recover its normal position and height 
when the pressure is released. 

When the club strikes the ball 12 in the 
direction of the arrow 20, the reaction forces between 
the cup and the ball are minimised as the flexible stem 
15 section 15 bends as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 when 
the tee is struck by the club. 

After the golf shot has been played the tee 
quickly recovers from the position shown in Fig. 4, 
through the position of Fig. 5 to its normal condition 
20 as Fig. 6, any air forced out of the space 24 in the 
flexible section 15 by the bending movement quickly 
returning through the passage 25. 

It should also be noted that the tendency of the 
tee to be removed from the ground and possibly lost as 
25 the shot is played is reduced by the bending of the 
flexible section and the interaction of the flange 11 
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with the ground which tends to protect the rigid stem 
section from the forces which might dislodge it from the 
ground . 

The tee according to the present invention may 
5 be made of plastics or other material which provides in 
the flexible stem section the appropriate flexibility 
and resilience. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. a golf tee comprising a cup for supporting a 
golf ball and a stem comprising a first rigid 
section and a second flexible section 
interconnecting the first section and the cup. 

2. a golf tee as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
flexible section is resiliently flexible. 

3. a golf tee as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, in 
which the flexible section is hollow and its 
peripheral wall is formed of concertina folds. 

4. a golf tee as claimed in claim 3, in which the 
interior of the flexible section is in communication 
with the atmosphere. 

5. A golf tee as claimed in any preceding claim, in 
which the stem is provided with an external flange 
below the flexible section. 

6. A golf tee substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and as shown in the 
accompanying drawing. 
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